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The social structure and child rearing practices of the Mali community in Telangana
provide an interesting scenario. In the Mali community, children are not sent to school
until the age of five. This practice is common in many traditional societies, where
schooling is delayed, home-based care and learning are prioritised. Early years give
children time to bond with family members, as well as learn by observing and
participating in everyday activities.

The role of elder brothers is important in the Mali community. It is common in many
cultures for older children to take responsibility for their younger siblings. Through this
approach older children develop qualities such as caring skills, responsibility and
leadership. Young children are aided in social and emotional development through
interaction with their older siblings. This system enables parents to work in the fields or
engage in other economic activities, ensuring that younger children are under the care of
older siblings.

Group care is also an important part of the Mali community. Social cohesion is
strengthened by older children joining the group with their younger siblings. Children
learn social values like cooperation and helping each other while growing up together. It
also allows for the pooling of resources such as feeding and supervision, making child
care more efficient. Elders and grandparents play a vital role in passing down cultural
knowledge, stories and values to the younger generation.

Grandparents also play an important role in child rearing. Despite their physical
limitations, they are responsible for supervising the children, guiding them and teaching
them cultural values. They provide children with a sense of emotional stability and
continuity, which helps children's emotional development. In the Mali community, mothers
reflect traditional gender roles by performing household chores such as preparing meals
and feeding children. Through stories and interaction, they impart cultural values,
traditions and knowledge.

Thus the Mali community’s child care practices are adapted to their socio-economic
environment. By involving older children and grandparents in childcare, they create a
sustainable system that fosters economic productivity. Multi-generational involvement in
child rearing strengthens intergenerational bonds, and perpetuates cultural practices and
values.



